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of the jousting outdoes the heroics of the Arcadia ludicrously 5 in
the description how the knights were caparisoned the extravagances
of both Sidney and the author of the Hypner otomachia are burlesqued.
Surrey's armour
was all intermixed with lilies and roses, and the bases thereof bordered
with nettles and weeds., signifying stings, crosses, and overgrowing
encumbrances in his love ; his helmet round proportioned like a
gardener's water-pot, from which seemed to issue forth small thnds
of water, like cittern strings, that not only did moisten the lilies and
roses, but did fructify as well the nettles and weeds, and made them
overgrow their liege lord's. Whereby he did nnpoit thus much, that
the tears that issued from his brain, as those artificial distillations
issued from the well-counterfeit water-pot on his head, watered and
gave life as well to his mistress' disdain (resembled to nettles and
weeds) as increase of glory to her care-causing beauty (comprehended
under the lilies and roses). The symbol thereto annexed was this,
ex lachnmis lachrimse.
Surrey being recalled to England, Jack and Diamante continue
their journey to Rome, and are there during a famous plague.
Nashe again seizes the opportunity to dilate on horrors, working
up his description from Lanquet :
To smell of a nosegay that was poisoned, and turn your nose to a
house that had the plague, it was all one. The clouds, like a number
of cormorants that keep their corn till it stink and is musty, kept in
their stinking exhalations, till they had almost stifled all Rome's
inhabitants. Physicians' greediness of gold made them greedy of their
destiny. They would come to visit those with whose infirmity their
art had no affinity; and even as a man with a fee should be hired
hang himself, so would they quietly go home and die presently after
they had been with their patients. All day and all night long car-men
did nothing but go up and down the streets with their carts and cry,
" Have you any dead bodies to bury ?" and had many times out of
one house their whole loading : one grave was the sepulchre of seven
score, one bed was the altar whereon whole families were offered.
Jack and his mistress become involved in events of the most Exagger-
melodramatic kind.    Nashe accepted unquestioningly the view ated de-
commonly held by his countrymen that Italy, in respect to morals, sc™Ptl°™
t   n	J   ,         .    J         ,	j /     ,   ,         ,.        r  ,    of Italian
was a nell upon earth, a view corroborated by their reading of the ^
novelle ;  and from his reading in the nwelle he had no difficulty

